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had been convulsed. The time, then, had come for bestowing
on Indian finance a consideration which should include all
manner of administrative affairs; otherwise the financial ship
must soon become, as it were, waterlogged.

In those days there was little or none of the distribution of
work which now exists between the Governor-General and the
Members of .his Council, whereby the Government of India
works somewhat after the manner of an English cabinet; each
Councillor taking a department of which he is virtually the
minister, the whole being supervised by the Governor-General.
On the contrary, with some exceptions in the departments of
war and legislation, the whole work of the Government was
brought before the Governor-General and all his Councillors.
Consequently, finance was the business, not of any one member
of the Government, but of all members alike. It was then
determined in England that a Financial Member of Council
should be appointed to whom, upon a division of labour or a
distribution of business among the several Councillors, would
be assigned the charge of the Financial department. The
Financial Member would have individuality and particular
responsibility. Still the Governor-General jvould retain his
supreme control, the other members of Council remaining
generally responsible for finance as for all other branches of
the Government.

The selection fell upon the Eight Honourable James Wilson,
who had been formerly Under Secretary of State to the Board of
Control for India, then Financial Secretary to the Treasury, and
was at that time Vice-President of the Board of Trade. His
appointment was regarded, in India as a sign that the English
Government deemed the situation of Indian finance to be
serious; for he had long enjoyed the reputation of being one of
the first economists of his day. It was remarked also that he
must have esteemed highly the importance of India when he
interrupted his political and parliamentary career in order to
superintend her finances.

James Wilson arrived in Calcutta at the end of Novem-
ber 1859, and shortly afterwards proceeded on a rapid tour,